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CONFIDENTIAL ^ ibr7 

ITBC »RISFI»G 1 October 19B7 

j 

FALL OF TH8 FREKCH GOVKRHMEIfT 

I. 279 to 253 defeat of fcourges-launoury eh* r pens Assembly division 

| 

ever key Algerian end economic Issues . 

A, Extreme left sad right voted against him for different reasons. 

1. Communists want independence for Algeria. 

8* Feujadists reject say concessions to Moslems. 

8, fir* opposition of former governor Of Algeria, Soustelle, 
swung many wavering independents to vote against. 

1. Bis efforts aidsd by strong rightist rssction to proposals 
that arms be supplied to Tunisia, by France, U.S., or 
anyone else, 

C. Farmer and small business opposition to austerity program also j 


major factor. 

1. ju ral pressure for hikes in frosen prices had already 
forced deposit of motion of censure in Assembly. 

II, Maneuverability of premier candidates narrowed. 

A. independent disavowal of Socialist-sponsored Algerian statute 

I 

driven new wedge between Socialists and right, 
l. Formation of a government without Communist support is 
possible if one of these groups la firmly opposed. 

M. Aural and labor interests may bring increased pressure on 
deputies to find early compromise candidate — presumably 


m who will relieve them from farm price ce 

noc . no 


wage freese. l : ° • . r ' 
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C. Sew candidate will, however, have to face exigencies of 
dollar shortage . Seme fore of present economy prograe 
mst be continued to apply for international loan. 

HI, prance’s position in PS and with Algerian nationalists severely 


weakened. 

A. Say again walk out daring PS General Assembly discussion of 


Algeria. 

E, Hebei position strengthened st expense of Algerian moderates, 
who have bad ground cat from under them. 

C. Differences between french military and civil authorities in 

Algeria may be acceataated. 

IT. President Coty not expected to aocept resignation antll candidate 
officially announced. Than Oort ’a special powers for Algeria 
remain in effect. Early speculation mentions: 

A. The retars of Socialist leader toy Sollet. 

B. Gaailiet Jacques Sous telle. 

1. Since he is cbief^author of overthrow, he will probably 
be first tfSiiSSH Ended by Coty. However, PS Embassy thinks 
he has little chance in view of Socialist opposition. 

C. ftadieal Socialist Education Minister Bene Billeres. 
p. had leal Socialist Defense Minister Andre Morlce. 

S. Sx-premier Bene Pleven (PD8K) . 


p. temsral De Gaulle. 

1. Chances »* "Sational” candidate would increase in 
protracted crisis. 

t, Mora liberal view on Algeria than Sous telle, tot still 
insistent on broader sutherity than assembly likely 
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CONFIDENCE VOTE BY 

PARTIES IN FRENCH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 1 Oct i>Y 
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Party 

No. seats 

No. voting 

No* voting 



held 

for 

against 


Communist & 

Progressive 

Republicans 

149 

O 

145 


Socialist 

101 

95 

0 


Radical Socialist 

US 

26 

13 


Autonomous Radical (RGR) 

13 

10 * 

7 * 

(Note: press vote 

Dissident Radical 

13 

9 * 

5 * — 

(figures do not 
(*atohtndmbe±iaif 

Social Republicans 

21 

0 

17 

(seats held.) 

Popular Republicans 

74 

67 

1 


Conservatives 

103 

46 

51 


( Independent s r 

Peasants, 

An tier Peasants) 

Poujadists 

37 

0 

30 


Others (UDSR. I0M 

40 

0 

10 


and unaffiliated) 


596 

253 

27 9 



Abstentions! f? 
Absences 58 
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